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On the formula for developing and editing of Georgian reading texts
divided into levels

Kakha Gabunia, Natia Gorgadze, Rati Skhirtladze
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University (Georgia)
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Since November, 2012, ,Center for Civil Integration and Inter-Fthnic Relations®, funded by
USAID, started working on the project: ,Development of Multi-literacy in Non-Georgian Schools®. As
part of the project, it is planned to create Georgian reading texts divided into levels for non-Georgian- .
speaking adolescents, enrolled in non-Georgian schools in regions densely populated by ethnic

minorities.
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Initially, the specific character of teaching Georgian as a second language was to be taken into
account; most of the children from ethnic Minorities cannot speak the national language (or speak it
very poorly) when they start the school. With respect to that, the development of their reading skills
naturally requires a distinct approach. This approach is mostly focused on choosing the texts in a sensible
and scientifically proven way.

The starting point of Literacy is the development of reading skills, including a combination of
several cognitive processes: from decoding of words to in-depth understanding of a text. The
development of reading skills contains many components, including orthographic, semantic, syntactic
and morphological ones. They make up a necessary basis for correct and meaningful reading.

Naturally enough, the reading material given to a child should be based on specific criteria to
make the reading process interesting as well as educational; on other words, the chosen material should
be educational and, at the same time, amusing. In the area of Literacy-development, Europe and USA
have approved and accepted so called ,,books divided into levels.”

These are unities of little texts, sorted according to difficulty, intended for children in beginning
grades to guarantee the development of their reading skill step by step. Using these texts, the skills
necessary for the development of a ,successful reader” are acquired gradually. The divided material
denies the ,putting in same caliber” approach to the development of reading skills and allows each child
to develop their abilities taking their individual characteristic into account.

The reading material is divided into levels using special formulas. It takes several aspects into
account, first of all — the abilities of a reader. These aspects are ordered in such a way that the reading
skill of a reader is developed in small, consistent steps. This formula is a combination of the criteria
developed by different authors and publishers.

The criteria of dividing modern books are much more diverse, with a high concentration of
strictly controlled vocabulary and conceptual characteristics. Generally, these criteria are a combination
of textual characteristics, controllable vocabulary, length and complexity of sentences, themes and
contents, the structure of the content and linguistic characteristics. The text difficulty is reviewed in
three different aspects. These are the levels of words, sentences and sections.

As part of the project, an original formula for the division in levels, adapted to the Georgian
language, was developed. Turning it into a software and text-editing tool helped us very much in
forming the text database.

Based on the formula, a program was created, allowing for the development of special texts using
these parameters:

I. Sentence level:

1. How many sentences are in a text;

How many interrogative sentences are in a text;
How many exclamatory sentences are in a text;
How many complex sentences are there;
How many word-forms does the smallest sentence contain,;
Average length of a sentence;
Comparison to the last text (difference between sentence numbers);
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II.  Word level:
1. How many word-forms are in a text;

o

Frequency of word-forms;
How many letters does the smallest (largest) word have;
Comparison to the last text (difference between word-form numbers);

B

How many lexical units are in a text;
How many high frequency units are used from 1000 given base words;

How many low-frequency words are used in a text;
The ration of high-frequency words and the total number of words;
The ratio of low-frequency words and the total number of words;

. Comparison to the last text (how many different/new lexical units)
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As a text-editing software, this program (see picture 1) became a very useful tool for correcting

and editing texts.
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